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SUMMARY AND INTRODUCTION 


The 23d annual survey of the peat industry by the Bureau of Mines, United 
States Department of the Interior, revealed that 75 producers in 1/7 States re- 
ported commercial production of peat in 1956, 


Forty-seven producers reported humus production, 19 reported reed-sedge 
peat, 17 reported moss peat, and 1 reported muck. This total exceeds the num- 
ber of active operations, but several producers reported recovering more than 
one type of peat. Fifty-five percent of the total production was reported as 
peat humus, 30 percent as reed-sedge peat, and 15 percent as moss peat. A 
negligible amount was reported as other types. More than one-fourth of the 
total output was raw peat with no preparation, other than having been air- 
dried, The remainder consisted of processed peat prepared for use by cultiva- 
tion, shredding, or kiln drying. 


Florida was the principal peat-producing State; Washington ranked second 
and Michigan third. Forty-three percent of the total output came from these 
three States, Washington had the largest number of producing companies, with 
12, and Florida and Ohio each had ll. 


The demand for peat in the United States has increased tremendously in 
recent years, and within the past decade apparent consumption has more than 
doubled. During this period domestic production also doubled, and imports 
have nearly tripled. The increased demand for peat is primarily due to ex- 
panding markets in agriculture and horticulture, as in the United States it 
is used chiefly for soil improvement. 


Peat is one of our most abundant natural resources, and known peat lands 
in the United States contain an estimated 13.8 billion tons of air-dried peat. 
Peat occurs in 30 States, but more than two-thirds of the total is found in 
Minnesota and Wisconsin. Minnesota contains the largest reserves, with about 
6.8 billion tons covering about one-tenth of the total land area of the State. 
Wisconsin has the second largest reserves, with approximately 1 million acres 
capable of yielding 2.5 billion tons. Florida ranks third, with about 2 bil- 
lion tons. Peat deposits occur in all New England States; the largest are in 
Maine and Massachusetts, and rather large deposits are found in New York, 
Virginia, and North Carolina. Considerable peat also occurs on the west 
coast; the largest deposits are in California. 
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TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 
production in 1956 


Name and address Location of bog 
of producer Count Kind of peat 
CALIFORNIA 
Delta Dredging Co. ..csesceeeeees | Contra Costa] Brentwood Reed-sedge, 
Route 1 - Box 894 
Santa Clara, Calif. 
R. W. McClellan & Sons .........| Orange Huntington Beach] Humus. 
151 Commercial Way 
Costa Mesa, Calif. 
Modoc Peat Moss CO. .....eeeeee-| Modoc Likely Moss. 
604 Mission St. 
San Francisco 5, Calif. 
Peat Sales CO. .ccccvneccesveeees| Orange Huntington Beach} Humus, 
2807 Pinkerton Pl. 
Riverside Beach, Calif. 
Vita-Peat, Inc. wecescecceeseeee | Contra Costa | Bethel Island Reed-sedge. 
P. O. Box 255 
Bethel Island, Calif. 
CONNECTICUT 
Bonair Peat Co., Inc. ........-.| Tolland Ellington Humus, 
76 Walnut St. 
Manchester, Conn. 


J. Werden Clark ...ccccesesseeee Middlesex Old Saybrook Do. 
P. O. Box 6 
Old Saybrook, Conn. 

Woodrow Clifford ......eececeeee| Hartford Manchester Do. 


329 Woodland St. 
Manchester, Conn. 


FLORIDA 

Agricultural Organics Corp. ....{ Hillsborough | Seffner Reed-sedge, 
P. O. Box 7 humus, and 
Seffner, Fla. muck, 

Arnold Soil, Inc. ....eeceeeeee-| Broward Fort Lauderdale | Humus. 


3459 SW. 26th Ter. 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. 
Daetwyler Peat mine .....e.eee+0-| Orange Orlando Reed-sedge. 
Route 7 = Box 535 
Orlando, Fla. 
Fernwood Humus Co. ..cccccseccecs do. Zellwood Humus, 
P. O. Box 183 
Zellwood, Fla. 
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TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 
production in 1956 (Con.) 


Name and address Location of bop 
of producer Kind of peat 


FLORIDA (Con. ) 


Glen Saint Mary Nurseries Co. .. | Putnam F lorahome Reed-sedge, 
Glen Saint Mary, Fla. 
Jack O. Holmes, Inc. .......++e+- | Hillsborough| Tampa Humus,. 


P. O. Box 417 
Tampa l, Fla. 

Latham Farms ...rcccrccccececcece | Palm Beach West Palm Beach Do. 
P. O. Box 165 
West Palm Beach, Fla. 

Mulford-Hickerson Peat Humus 

COTP. ceovessessecccecsecsecovace | Orange Apopka Do. 

P. O. Box 755 
Apopka, Fla. 

Palatka Peat Humus Co. .......e.. | Putnam F lorahome Do. 
P. O. Box 404 
Palatka, Fla. 


Southern States Nurseries, Inc.. do. do. Do. 
Macclenny, Fla. 
Tropical Peat Moss Co. .......-. | Hamilton Jasper Do. 


P. O. Box 428 
Jasper, Fla. 
GEORGIA 
Atlantic Peat Co. ....cccceeeese | SCYEVEN Sylvania Do. 
P. O. Box 12 
Sylvania, Ga. 
Georgia Peat Moss Co., Inc. .... | Lowndes Twin Lakes Do. 
Route 2 
Lake Park, Ga. 
Okefenokee Peat Moss Co. ....... | Charlton Cypress Do. 
P. O. Box 836 
' Waycross, Ga. 
ILLINOIS 
Henry Frenzer weccccccscecccceee | COOK Itaska Do. 
3425 Techny Road 
* Northbrook, Ill. 
+ Manito Filler Co. ....sccccecsee | Tazewell Manito Do. 
, 806 Lehmann Bldg. 
$ Peoria 2, I1l. 
Millburn Peat Co. wccrccecseccee | Lake Lake Villa Moss. 
Route 2 = Box 662-B 
, Lake Villa, Ill. 
INDIANA 
Ballards Peat MoSS .ccoccoeseses | Wells Jackson Do. 
¢ Route l 
Warren, Ind. 
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TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 
production in 1956 (Con. ) 


Name and address 
of producer Kind of peat 
INDIANA (Con.) 
Fox Prairie Products, Inc. .....| Hamilton Noblesville Moss, 
3760 North Illinois St. 
Indianapolis 8, Ind. 


Glacier Peat Moss Co. .ecoceeeee | Grant Jonesboro Do. 
Route 1 
Jonesboro, Ind. 

William Graves ..cccccccsccesese | Wells Warren Humus. 


115 South Washington St. 
Montpelier, Ind. 


Hartford Peat & Gravel Co. .....|] Blackford Hartford City Reed-sedge. 
Route 1 
Hartford City, Ind. 

Humus Peat Mo8S Co. ..eccccesesee| DeKalb Corunna Moss and 
Route 1 humus. 
Corunna, Ind. 

Peat Moss Indianapolis, Inc. ...]| Marion Indianapolis Hummus. 


1981 East 56th St. 
Indianapolis, Ind. 


IOWA 

Colby Pioneer Peat Co. ........-| Worth Hanlontown Reed-sedge 
P. O. Box 115 and humus. 
Hanlontown, Iowa 

ELL. Colby CO... siiewss ee scew eed ees do. do. Moss and 
P. O. Box 12 Winnebago Lake Mills humus. 
Hanlontown, Iowa 

MAINE 

Maine Peat Moss, Inc. .......+...| Washington Jonesport Moss. 
Jonesport, Maine 

The Richland Peat Mines, Inc. ..] Hancock Penobscot Do. 


P. O. Box 209 
Bar Harbor, Maine 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Massachusetts Peat Humus Co. ...| Essex Lawrence Humus. 
84 Beacon St. 
Lawrence, Mass, 

MICHIGAN 

Cravens Peat MOSS wecccsccseceees | Kalamazoo Ka lamazoo Reed-sedge. 
Route 5 = Box 132 
Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Michigan Peat, Inc. .scrcccceees| St. Clair Capac Do. 
67 West 44th St. 
New York 36, N. Y. 

Irving L. Pratt & Son .....e.....| Mason Scottville Moss. 
Scottville, Mich. 
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TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 
production in 1956 (Con. ) 


Name and address 
of producer 

MINNESOTA 

Colby Pioneer Peat Co. .ccccceces 
P. O. Box 115 
Hanlontown, Iowa 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 

Perkins Peat Bog ..ccccccccccvece 
Center Barnstead, N. H. 

NEW JERSEY 

Hyper -Humus Co. eoeoeeneeeeopneecece 
Lafayette Rd. 
Newtown, N. J. 

Netcong Natural Products Co. ... 
Netcong, N. J. 

NEW YORK 

Black Fox Humus Corp. .ccccceces 
Fishkill, N. Y. 

Finger Lakes Peat Moss Co. ..... 
P. O. Box 86 
Waterloo, N. Y. 

Junius Peat CoO, wevccesccccccece 
481 South Main St. 
Geneva, N. Y. 

OHIO 

H. W. Codding & Sons .....cceeee 
4853 Medina Rd. 
Copley, Ohio 

Green Oaks Peat Moss Co. ..ccoee 
R. D. 4 - Box 422 
Ravenna, Ohio 

The HumusS Co. wcccsccccccccccecs 
P. 0. Box 246 
Carey, Ohio 

Lab Peat Mo8S CO.w .ececcccccccce 
Hills and Dales Rd. 
Canton, Ohio 

Lantz Peat MoSS CO. .ccccccccece 
4840 Fulton Rd. 
Canton 9, Ohio 

Mello=Peat Co. ceccccccccccccece 
Route 2 - Box 208 
Willard, Ohio 

Foster C. Reynolds ...ccccccceee 
R. F. D. 1 
Shelby, Ohio 
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Location of bop 


Aitkin Wawina 
Belknap Center Barnstead 
Sussex Andover 
do. Stanhope 
Dutchess Fishkill 
Seneca Junius 
do. Waterloo 
Summit Copley 
Portage Ravenna 
Wyandot Carey 
Stark Canton 
do. do. 
Huron Willard 
Richland Shelby 


Kind of peat 


Moss. 


Reed-sedge, 


Do. 


Do. 


Humus. 


Reed-sedge. 


Do. 


Do. 


Moss and 


humus, 


Humus, 


Moss. 


Humus, 


Reed=-sedge. 


Moss. 


TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 
production in 1956 (Con. ) 


Name and address 
of producer Kind of peat 

OHIO (Con.) 
Smith Agricultural Chemical Co. | Wyandot Carey Humus. 

Organic Products Division 

P. O. Box 155 

Carey, Ohio 
Sanders Peat Moss Co. .....e+e.-) Stark Canton Do. 

3800 Wise Road, NW. 

Canton 9, Ohio 


Harold A. Skinner .......cceeeee| Miami New Carlisle Humus and 
Route l muck, 
New Carlisle, Ohio 

Swank Peat Moss Co. ..cccceeeeee | Richland Shiloh Moss. 

P. O. Box 93 
Shiloh, Ohio 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Blue Ridge Soil Pep Co., Inc. ..]| Luzerne White Haven Humus. 
White Haven, Pa. 

De Me BOYO  secseceseveses sacaeee | Lawrence Leesburg Do. 


555 Neshannock Ave, 
New Wilmington, Pa. 


Corry Bog, IMC. cecsccccsscceceee| Exie Corry Reed-sedge 
515 West Columbus Ave, and humus. 
Corry, Pa. 

Arthur Minshull ......ccccccccee | Mercer Jackson Center Humus. 

R. D. 2 
Jackson Center, Pa. 

Moores Peat Humus Co, ........+. | Lawrence Leesburg Do. 
R. D. l 
New Wilmington, Pa, 

Pennsylvania Peat Moss, Inc. ...| Luzerne White Haven Reed-sedge, 
2lst & Laurel Sts. moss, and 
Hazelton, Pa. humus. 

WASHINGTON 

Argus Super HumuS .....eeecceeee | King Seattle Humus. 


15045 First Avenue, NE. 
Seattle 55, Wash. 

Arrow Lake Humus Co. .......ee08 do. do. Do. 
19661 First Ave., South 
Seattle 88, Wash. 

Bassetts Gro~Earth ........s.eeee0+| Snohomish Kenmore Do. 
17050 Brookside Blvd, 
Seattle 55, Wash. 

Bow Lake Humus Co. .........e00e6]| King Seattle Do. 
18118 Pacific Highway, South 
Seattle 88, Wash, 
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TABLE 1. - Peat producers in the United States that reported 
production in 1956 (Con.) 


Name and address 
of producer Kind of peat 
WASHINGTON (Con. ) 
Carlson Peat & Wood Co. ..ccoces Redmond Humus. 


21822 Redmond Fall City Rd. 
Redmond, Wash. 


Re>'Ss- HOG. ss 9:5.46siaree sida esa ecerars Auburn Do. 
Route 3 = Box 722 
Auburn, Wash. 

Thomas A. McKay ..cccceseccoccee | Pierce Puyallup Moss and 


Route 2 = Box 936 
Puyallup, Wash. 
Plant Food Co. wescosscccvceceee | King Seattle Reed-sedge, 
2303 North 175th St. 

Seattle 33, Wash. 


humus, 


Rhod-A-Zalea Gardens ......+.e+. | Snohomish Snohomish Do. 
Route 3 
Snohomish, Wash. 

Seola HumuS CO. .cccoccccccccece | King Seattle Humus. 


7335 34th Street, SW. 
Seattle 66, Wash. 

Sharps Peat Soil Bog .......eeee. | Thurston Olympia Do. 
Route 11 - Box 652 
Olympia, Wash. 

Tee]: BLOB s. sscssweese cess seseden | KitBap Bremerton Do. 
Route 2 - Box 894-B 
Bremerton, Wash. 
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TABLE 2. - Known original reserves of peat in the United States, 
estimated on an air-dried basis, by regions+ 
and States, in thousand net aya, 


Region and State | Reserves | Region and State Reserves 


Northern region: 
Minnesota @eee5u40usesee#e? ee 


Atlantic Coast region: 
Virginia and North 


6 ,835 ,000 


Wisconsin ...sccccccces 2,500,000 CAL OLANA® cee ei0d0-6 00k ere 700 , 000 
Michigan: 6446044404448 1,000,000 Florida .cccccccccccccce) 2,000,000 
LOWE: 6c awsedce wodwaewes 22,000 Other States2/ ....eeee. 2 000 
PANG ay bc ch edeed ones 10,000 
THOLARAS se sedoies peteuaa-cs 13 ,000 Total ~ccsicdasicwii«eeuieel 2, 10250 
ONUG? sacaacedasderaauioa nes 50,000 ae 
Pennsylvania .eccccccee 1,000 |/Other regions: 
New York ...ccecceccvee 480,000 |} Gulf Coast3/ ......eee0. 2,000 
New Jersey wocccccceces 15,000 |} California .....ccccenes 72 ,000 
MAING. oicuscsaseecnuses 100 ,000 Oregon and Washington .. 1,00 
New Hampshire ......00. 1,000 | 
Vermont ..csceccccccces 8,000 Tota l..sio vadewisenee ene 75,000 
MassachusettS weccceeee 12 ,000 
Connecticut. 6406646804 2,000 
Rhode Island .....ceec. 1,000 

Total ...cceeceeceees | 11,050,000 Total all regions ....| 13,827,000 


1/ Averitt, Paul, Berryhill, L. R., and Taylor, D. A., Coal Resources of the | 
United States (Progress Report): Geol. Survey Circ. 293, 1953, p. 38 

2/ Includes Delaware, Maryland, South Carolina, and Georgia. 

3/ Exclusive of Florida, 
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